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Evolution of global palm oil trade pattern and policy implications
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Abstract ; In order to adjust China’s palm oil trade policy in a timely manner and guide the development of
China’s woody oilseed and oil industry, the data of global palm oil trade in 2000, 2005, 2010, 2015 and 2020
were used to explore the evolution characteristics of global palm oil trade network from 2000 to 2020 and its
implications for China’s foreign trade policy of edible oil by social network analysis method. The results
showed that the direct trade path between global palm oil trading partner countries was shortening, the number
of global palm oil trade core countries was relatively stable, and the core position was relatively stable. As the
world’s five most prominent palm oil trade hubs, China, India and the Netherlands were important importers,
while Malaysia and Indonesia were important exporters. International palm oil trade was greatly affected by the
policies of major exporters. China’s palm oil imports would not fluctuate greatly in the short term, but there
were still high trade risks. Based on the centralized trend of palm oil trade pattern, China’s vegetable oil trade

and industry were facing both challenges and opportunities. It is suggested that bilateral and multilateral trade
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